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INSTALLING RAIL FENCE			  				  

Install posts ensuring you maintain 8' 1/2" center - to - center dimension so the 16’ Rails			 
will have expansion and contraction tolerance.  Most installers prefer to set posts first  			 
and then install rails later.  If mixed / wet concrete is used around posts, it is 					  
recommended to wait twenty four hours to install rails so you do not compromise the 			 
stability and plumb of the posts.							    
							     
1. Install the lower rail first by inserting the 16' rail through the “second post” and then 			 

inserting the one end into the “third” post.  You can then clear the edge of the “first post” 		
and insert the end of the plank into that post.							     

2. When installing rails, it is recommended you “stagger” the joints between rails 				  
so joints do not all occur in one post.  This can be accomplished by cutting a 16’ plank			 
into two 8' planks and inserting one 8' plank as the next rail above the lower plank      			 
between the first and second post.  If installing three rail, a full 16' foot plank is the 			 
top plank above the 8' second plank.  You would install another 8' plank as the top  			 
plank in a four rail fence.  From there on, you can install full 16' plank in the manner  			 
described in step one until you reach the end of the run.							    

3. If you need to cut the length of a plank, you can install round headed screws (that 			 
are rust-proof) in the sides of the cut plank to simulate the notches that are removed			 
by the cut.							     

4. You can adjust the “visual height” of your fence by placing a block of wood diagonally across		
the top of a post and driving it down to follow ground contour, with a mallet.		

5. Secure the cap on the top of post.  Most customers prefer to use a clear PVC glue				  
purchased from a local hardware store.  Apply the PVC glue to the inside edge of the cap,		
being careful to not get glue in the corners.  This will ensure any excess glue will run			 
down the inside of the post when the cap is put down on top of post, and not run down			 
the outside corner of post.							     

							     
If the slope of the ground or “curve to the fence” going around a corner, puts a “bind on 
the 16' rail” (inability to slide in routed holes), this rail should be cut.  Cut the rail 1" 
shorter than the center - to - center post spacing (between post spacing plus 4").  This will 
allow expansion and contraction of rails and not place undue stress on the rails and posts.			 
				  




